THE  AUSTRIAN  EMPEROR , GALICIA  AND  THE  KONTUSZ


	In 1880 the Austrian Emperor Franz Joseph I, made one of his trips to the former lands of Poland then in possession of Austria. He was greeted and escorted by the Austrian appointed governor of Galicia, the Pole, Alfred Potocki. 
	The illustration below shows the enthusiasm of the peasants of the Krakowian region. By this time Galicia had become a contested region between the Poles and the nascent “Ukrainian” peasants and between the landowning class and both Polish and Ruthenian peasants. This antagonism was manifested in folk costume and dress—these occasions became ethnocentric displays.
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In this drawing we see that next to the saluting emperor may be Alfred Potocki himself in his “native dress,” that is, of a member of the former ruling class of Poland-Lithuania (which included Galicia). This is the “Kontusz.”

	The painting below shows members of the upper–class of Galicia in full array greeting the Emperor in full Kontusz. Notice that the men have removed their hats as a sign of respect.
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